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“hose Days at Kirby Hall--
first remnion, two women of
like at tho.top of the hill.*®

your help in creating this article, It was the
stert  Good-luck in your planning. 4s a

{0 Rrnestine Wheelock Tor consideraiion in
oy bo Hrs, Tase for use in her newsletter,

Perhaps you may want to copy 1t
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I know cne day I will look back
Rirht now thouszh, ny one goal is
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1787, Andrea Meier

N

in anticipation of the former dorm’s

Ceuniar, two women of different 2ras recall what life was

Phe tap

by Andresz Meier

coliegs madbe was a little different thern.
vem st st he no competitive 2 1t 1s niowd. A

first

like &t

i

sl

look back--but

31 d

gl Phia their wouth as simple and jogous,®
Fovg buen £ oresident of Kirby Hall dormitory from [937-1939.
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frave 1o say they weve four of the happlest qears of my
life, I guess itg sort of that period, you Know you're reallu not

CGul on gour ok wel and Jou Know wou will be in a2 few years. But
vt e 81111 having fun,” said Barbara Daigle Lightsey, a Kirby
Hall resident {fraom 1996~-19461.

Fememberances such as these will sure to be served up xt

being planned for fall of 19287. HNovember 1S

irst reuntan honoring all women who lived a2t the

dorm, nding The University of Texas at Austin. It will

e held, where at Kirbu Hall.

The Tading its state six blocks

14]
i

&2~uear-old bui iy atop a hill,

ul

T

and looking o the norih side of campus. Located at 208 W.
290h BUL, on 2 gile once ownred by Mirsbezuw M. Lamar; i{ now houses
a colloge preparaiory schoel. 0

s Gpen windows surrocunded by Virginiea

Creeper veweal siudents bent over in concentration. College girls

oncE Tang S these windows., They studied here too, fram

1925 vt ]

first dean of women st The

L tw ool 2, Mirz. Helen Marr Swearingen Kirby., She held
this ciffice from 1884 until her death inm 1?21. It was erected by
e eduraticonal depzriment of the conference of Southern Methodist
Chgrohes . a2y oz intal cogt of 229,000 zccerding to the ariginad

G

vans recelly the Rl s with x mist in her eyge, "My room

v it cater one thet overlooks the balcony, .1t wused to be very
voee mn omrahi b those digs, wouwng men from the fraternity and
rulvar oy R o come over and serenade us. They would sing

' ponenGl sng b owes very romantic.  The girls would come
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ough aur rocm and go out

on the porch and listen to them.
"3 oepz very Jovely in those days. Our house mother, a Mre.
Sed v,

o Memphisg, Tennessee-—a grand dame of

th

the old Scuth
4 TFue aver seen one—-with her white haie piled on top of her
hesad, and she alwaus wore navy blue. Ehe had same little glasses,
B opince nex,

eu fitted as just a nose piece.
WEARrINng

Whern she wasn®t
thhose glazzes the chain would come up into & fleur de lis
aold pin that zhe wore,” she laughed.
Oparation

cioms for SO .women ran smoothly

i

wmzll st

3
=ty

3

due to the work of a

"Thewyg n naid, 1 believe for ezxch floor., Then
cne distician, a Me

they had
5, Larlsan. She

mzs 3 Swedish lady. What {food
ey wesed o turn oui) Fun

2 meal gouw were
The

zesi

o
(1

ned & place 1in

Sining oo, Tow zat with white tablecloths and silver at
meal-—-{iowers on every table.

@R Em

Y ou
waore worling b

were serwved
thoir

by girls who
WAL

through coilage. Sometimes they were ewvan
residenty of all. They bad one

lady who ran the business
crdioe, ang hei was the staff," EBEvans remembers.
"Eoocomadealiong for Fifty girle are provided on
LR

egach of the
ppper Tloors

1
ot &

53]

" describes the fagility in 12259 by 2 publication

cor thie Gaw. Womens YVaewpoint. “These rooms," adds the article
camaingey ot the

el

bailding, are finished in cream color
LRSS U@ W N wimwd Leia

1

tr = oo floor
o ‘ R A . O

it}

. Pesides

n
i
s
-
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A

i s furnshed with

<5

a walnut dresser and
te, lwo brown wicker chairs, and two small wvelvet rugs.
v or back

z the door to szxch room. On both floors
tawst = and sewerzl linen closets."
7 :!\[’,:.: R 5

arn the second {loor,

on each of those
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cnes. And so you mostly did things here on

sara Bvanz.

“Ruet we had twe dances a dgear, @ Christmas cotillion and &
zpring cotiltlian, and we could be out until ftwo in the morning.
‘e, o (hat wes a3 big deal! The Christmas dance was always held
2t the dormiftord. Theuw wouldg rall up the rugs in the living room,

=l (he
Then o

T1Ce,

-, e g
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tvanns racalls

ol ted s d
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churah clothe
to Umiverst iy

Lt
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diming room wouwld be used for

oz e
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the party. It was very

wr spring dance, we haed at The Driskill Hotel.®

of upper—¢lass advigors helped plan the dances.

L

fiow every girl was the belle of the ball. Each

girl

1
s

ft

anc hwo 2tag creatin =t line. PFairs traded

i
';y

x|

t
[1a]
i)

"3

{

feir friends and had 2 wonderful time meeting others

were made that hung by & ribhon fram the

4G room and Kitchen occupy the west wing of the +first

L dirner was a highlight of the week.
auite an ogvent.  Youw always invited your bodfriend
wia be zpsoial.  You would gei dressed up tn your

2. EBuerdone was encouraged to go to church. I went
Methogizt but there were girls of every

G olot of Uimes we would slip oubt and go to AL
o Ahey ad the best partiez.”

-t

14

howt things looked during the

&

covered that wall beside §.R.D. UWe

That ztreet that comes down in

s
L

1t would ruin

e oot up on that waxll znd walked, then when we met
we T d well fo campus.
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"Those houses were gingle family houses. A lot of ladies made

eRUr s manew by

-

fand

etiing young men board and room with them. The

Figi house wag there-—an

{

: the Scarbrough house, The Kinsolving

o the corner where the Bishop lived. CQur lawn was lush
areen wilh pretiu shrubs.

EH ‘3"

higire w

Py

in

&

ititle ga

B

~age apartment and ftwo young nice men

who were taling their graduate degrees lived there. They were

1

sort of ow handumen, and wery nice. One of them, Wilson
Richards, had 2 green Model A Ford. He was s0 nice and he would
give us the kKeye and let us go to Barton Springs to swim. We hzd

a good time .

Bech woman bhad sn assigned sext for meals in 1938, "it was
s fTamily--you Knew sverubody. The older girls Kind of

tooked ocuwty for the younger anes, On that first floar they used (o

[sH

2260 1n place with Jong tables and chairs. When wou

clesed the door it was almost sound procof. That was where we

ceoshbudy 1F we had some rexlly serious studying or if gou

thet 1 wazs no gresat shak

m

g at math, theres was &

s

nice glder airl whe used to tutor me free—-—-just a3 a friend. She

fetped me get threough @ math!t We were & lovely family and Frs.

Tl Lo wiewiciay ful o wonderdoel woman. She just nurtured 211 of
e brromeie wll o happw o then. Toalways tell the voungsilevs |

iow, don’t wait wuntil gouw're old because vou

IR o re Lo e s W e e Yo M 3 * $ o ks
Vet o what tide holde. !

cvill Meeos up o with her best friend and her roommaie

She znd her huskand chose to retire in Austin

chr fond memocies of the city. She currently woerks
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i the Houging depariment at The Universtiy of Texas.

“Tzll white columns supporting & small balcony above the long

front porch give & colonial appearance to the three story, brick

=

tructuwre. In the east wing of the first floor is situazted the

spacicus and luxuricusly furnished soccizl room together with &

small librarw. The dining room and Kitchen occupy the west wing

{locr while the central

e,

portion of the buwilding
[afuty]

tains two private parlors, ftwe director suites, and the

medeEsary busingss offices, ——=Women s Viewpoint, 1728

This desoripltion could have been written today. An eloguence
has bheen maintained even thouoh walls were Knocked out to allow
o clomsrooms. &8 gouw enter the building the parlor situaled on
the rioght capitures the charm of days-—geone-by. Dark antique
Turniture and patterned rugs adorn the room. A place setlting of

he original, pinkl {flowered china used at meals, is on display
here, YU wmes given by Mrs. Barbars Datgle Lightsey,

of the Kirby Hall rfeunicn., She

WeEE

The two other committee members zare

whose mother was z dorm mother {(he

and Reba reen, the parent of one of
Hoocdee Hall Sohoolfe first graduates. Wilson haz writien an
; of her experience &bt Hirby Hall.

names and addresses

LIA

d by word-of-mouth,

o o Tarmer regidents.  She has sent letters to these women
and send it on to oang

herishing the friendships she
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made 2t Wirhy Hall, Lightsey remembers fondly her experiences

There .

o]

"Kirky Hall wee & little more strict than other dorms, s=h

i

ramemberz.  "There were two rooms on the lower floor. One you
could go in with jeans on and douwr hair relled up to study. But

the oither room, 1Y ygyou were studging with a gentleman,; you had to

1ot

0o
pes
n

be fully clothed. No jeans or pa could be worn. 14 we went

i}

Fover to meet someone as they came in, we had to be

t

pretiy epiffed up or get right out of there. You were encouraged

-

ta e ladiges."

During her time 24 The University of Tesxas, ftweniy wears

shan BEvane”, almost all women wore dresseg or skirts (o

e sigr cut policy was also maintaineg at the dorw.
wan conwrolled in that o had to sign out where | wes
oming, who with, whal time we lef{ and then we’d sign back in. &t
the becinning of the year, you had to have written permission Trom

- PR A
LA r2m i CE Vdaiay

woconld go places., It was just that King of

)

pirilosophy there at the dorm. ¥ course you could lie, myg besy
Prleng dig the night gshe eloped!”

siighily through the 4ears at Kirbuy Hall.

e was giill a time to be shared wiith {riends

e ne LR o owp on the deaw's events,
. S g s -y g e o e - N 5 - — o - T . .
SR crning coon had beasutidful ok tables and 1 bhelicue [ R

aooe i 1 wmes Duftel stgyle, and wgyouw had to e
G ( un o the doors and after everyone wsas

preowions Bad the Dleseing, then sat down. It wasn't very formal.

B o different matier, The doors opened at around

ciedbn wes e beoaeght the food to the table. Wheever ended up
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where the plates were stacked, she was the hostess

Mo one left until the whole table was ready to
gave. Go if gou had an earle lab you requested from the dorm
mother to sit a8t the head table.

iy dorm mother (1794-19681) was Mrs. Irene T. Powers--we
cziled her "1.T.P.° She had beer a missionary at a girls school

-

iv Hawaii . @ think {hat affected how she felt young ladies cught

The “Kirkue Hall special" was a favorite dessert among the
residents. 1§ is now featured in the cookbook, "Cook-Em Horng.®

Thiz trezt congizied of 2 graham cracker crust with a custard

pl

Filling. @Gnother treat came during finals week when Mrs. Heaton,

DAL ician., seryed hol spiced tea and chex party mix in Mre.
e office.

Livels cscapades are nothing new to dorm living.

‘e did &li Kinds of funny things when I was there. We

cherrelansed

i

g roommate’s new car with & bottle of champagne. Ue
sonhethed on the back slope and plaged ping-pong on the frant
povch . During the late afterncon, right before dinner; 2 lot of

&

v wotla wallk in the neighborhood.- The houses back there were so

Taonnd we wonid just get a sernse of home., One thing we

g and e Yhoucht we were so rilzgue-—we would put hesuy

B S Guar aur paiamas,. and o down to P-ii to Doy e

sheorbes i o0 joe oresm.”
o i tohens prepared with & gas jet and sink were on ezxch
ERRVIsTE Thew have since been turned into storage for art szuppliaes.

—
i
=
-
~~
o

& of qir x sweet ftocth., who
LG = AR AL

ce theilr own candd or prepare college spreads,”
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“lig weren®i supposed (o have electrical appliznces in our

" OOmE . Docasion

[X¥)

0
it

1l a girl would be brave and sneak popcorn but

chosmell that esverdwherz. O0Ff course, {that was bhefore {(he

WO ool

[ -
das Ov

microeave ovens ang mini-refrigerators," said Lightsey.

I 1987 the red brick building looks from the ocutside, much
sz it did during its reign as a dorm. It still surrounds & lush

cgireen lawn, Fept that wag be Joe Board, the maintenance man since

.
i)
o

o ostild

A biv ospring, China Berry trees blooming in purple m

Bl

e wigweds ia neighboring &dams Parll. Board Keeps daisiegs and

rozes o the s

side bedzs amongst ferng and blue bonnets. He consulis

wich Bevaerly PBase, divector of Kirby Hall School, about what te

Board Keepzg the red brick clean and washes the {ront porch

Tiog weakly e cuitg the vy away from the windows each gear o
provant 1t taling over the buwilding., He hag ghows over 40 womean

their old rooms; many come by to reminisce.

“This bullaging 18 extremely well built. The walls are all

$ " o - -
A WYire Mex

fr—-uery little wood has been used. [i°sg

wicoally inpossible o hang things unless wou have & spes! il

i ihe buriding has a2 personality of (te ocwnn and that

worimes enewplainabie things happen. Fuses have come uUnSCrewso

sines and lipht fixtures have come loose for no appacent

fote of louwd sounds when I'm workKing here aloneg.
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Thew re loud encugh that dou Know you’re not imagining thinags,® he

rincwn Lo be very friendly he says, "My title is ‘big

bvother’ fto the Kids here.® He i

n

able to inform z persaon about
arvg room in the bullding. & very unigue room 1g the
pernguin room.” Thiz is an old dorm mother's room that now

containg two large dieplay cases filled with various collecled

=
frd
[ta]
-
L
=
i
I
H
Bl
—
ot

shapez and sizes. The valuable collecticon was given
W & bernefactor to the school.
One of his favorite stories ig that of finding the original

fardwcod flocr in the dining room, beneath a lay

1Y

roor carpet,
tinclzun and pluwecd. Samantha is Beard's eight-ygear-old cat who

fotlows him around 25 he works. She

@ -3

ems to Know every crack

When the water pipes in the original Kitchen-turned

c
=

emtEiry lab brokKe during a2 1780 freeze, he found ithe problem

aui ey sna prevented the buillding {from flooding. Boarc has

(4]

with old locks and skeleton Keds and sags, “Some

of these Heus will unlogk the deoors but won®t lock them zgain, and
wice-vergs,©

Faze, the director finds great pride in the building. The

ithe schaol (orades 3-12) iz sgtaled as, "though we

in
il

'y

DA

e vegul ar formel worship or religious instruction.

school 13 & Christian school with requirements which

cariue veon the basic Christian principals of respect for athers,

sral integrriw and responsible conduct .

the only thing 13 walking up and down the stairs gets veru, very
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pounas!

the building because its decorated nice and feels more |

than

leased i1 to
turned inta

campus and the new apartment lifestyle that began
during the laie £0°z,
Ao dorm, Kicrboy M. Ha
“E a school, memories are still in
Fallodnewe clezr ouy some cobwebbs or spar
fiviyg girle” get prepared far the begil

cially when you’re carrging

| S
e

third grade

11

11 P\:’E‘:‘ [

The

Ty’

=}

ohy

2y

E

schanl .

Q2
s

arras purchased the buildin

trom probable destruction--due

nuironmental

Lightsy

chianging mores,

Institute

=
=

=

ook

unt

friend, Elizabeth Rowman

4

il

upposes the dorm

bag that weigh

in 1¥

to the closing of

19748,

io

the making there.

v

the

Tays,

(53]

it
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and

when
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closed in

teh

The

i
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ey

~d

like

home

save

dorm .

o

{

He

it then

1

k4

3]

Eat

the distance of the dorm from

il was home to mand cherished memoiries

et on

ey

L&

ELv

13

thi



