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We are delighted that you have chosen to consider Kirby Hall School for your child’s PreK4 through 8th 
grade education. 

Just minutes from The University of Texas and downtown, you’ll find the highest level of academics 
offered in a loving, nurturing environment.

The mission of Kirby Hall School is to offer students a place to belong and grow their knowledge, critical 
thinking skills and imagination while learning to lead with the values of kindness, humility and respect.

While much has changed in the city of Austin since the school was founded by Mrs. Beverly Rase and her husband, 
U.T. Professor Dr. Howard Rase, much has remained constant at Kirby Hall such as that we continue to offer:

• Exceptional learning for academically curious and creative students

• Small class sizes and personalized, growth mindset instruction

• Compassionate and engaged faculty

• A warm and inclusive environment accepting of families from all cultures, faiths and backgrounds

• Affordable tuition with options for financial aid

WELCOME

Above all, we like to say that Kirby Hall is a place to belong, providing 
an education far beyond just the classroom walls. We are a family 
community, and we are grateful for the opportunity to ignite and fuel 
the lamp of knowledge and spark creativity inherent in every child who 
passes through our doors.

We look forward to your visit and sharing 
with you what Kirby Hall is all about!
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AT-A-GLANCE
Year founded: The school was founded in 1976, on the site of the Helen M. Kirby Hall historic building 
which served as one of the first all-women’s dormitories for The University of Texas. 

Grades offered: PreK4 through 8th Grade

School mission: Kirby Hall School offers students a place to belong and grow their knowledge, critical 
thinking skills and imagination while learning to lead with kindness, humility and respect.

Maximum class size: 15 students 

School logo:

School mascot: Students chose the penguins for their dedication to 
community and steadfast support of each other through nature’s 
adversity in the form of giant gatherings or “huddles”.

Sports offered: Cross country, Flag football, Basketball, Soccer, 
Volleyball, and Track through the APSA (Austin Private School 
Association) 

High schools admitted to after Kirby Hall: St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
School, St. Andrew’s Episcopal School, Hyde Park Schools, 
LASA-Liberal Arts and Science Academy, Westwood High School IB 
Programme 

Central Texas zip codes represented: Students hail from more 
than 34 zip codes in the Austin area including Westlake, Lakeway, 
Buda, Pflugerville, and Georgetown.

Accreditation: Kirby Hall School is Cognia Accredited (2023) 
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ADMISSIONS

At Kirby Hall, we are always eager to meet prospective students and families. Although we encourage you 
to get to know about us through our website, it won’t be until you enter the doors of our historic building 
that you will truly understand what makes our school community extraordinary. 

How to Apply and Visit:

 

Affording Kirby Hall School 
All families are encouraged and welcome to inquire about Financial Aid (administered through our FACTS 
management system) at any time during the admissions process. Financial aid at Kirby Hall is needs-based, and
we aim to make our education accessible for all those who seek it.

Kirby Hall School admits students of any race, color, nationality, ethnicity, religion, socioeconomic status, sex, gender identity or 
sexual orientation to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities accorded or made available to students at the school and 
in the administration of its educational policies, scholarship programs, athletics, and other school-administered programs.

by mid-December for Early Decision and by 

Important Admissions Deadlines*

November 1st: Early Decision Applications Due

February 1st: Regular Decision Applications Due

October 31st: Early Decision Financial Aid Deadline

January 12th: Regular Decision Financial Aid Deadline

*Applications submitted after these deadlines will be considered on a space-available basis.
Please reach out directly to the Admissions Office at 512.474.1770 or admissions@KirbyHallSchool.org.

FInd more details on the admissions process on our website: www.KirbyHallSchool.org.

Step 1: Schedule your personal tour. We invite you to attend an Open House, one of our monthly group tours, 
or schedule a personal tour to experience our school first-hand. Schedule your visit today by visiting our  

Step 2: Complete your application. Please visit our website to complete your application form and 
submit the application fee. There you will also find a helpful checklist to guide you through the process. 

Step 3: Arrange for your child’s visit day. Please contact the Admissions Office to coordinate a time when
your child can spend a partial day with us and get to know fellow students of their grade level. 

Step 4: Kirby Hall will notify families of the admissions decision 
 late February for Regular Decision.

website!



Kirby Hall School  |  306 West 29th St  |  Austin, TX 78705  |  512.474.1770  |  KirbyHallSchool.org

ACADEMIC HIGHLIGHTS
Our Kirby Hall classrooms provide a strong foundation in traditional coursework for math, English, science, 
history, Spanish, art, physical education (P.E.), drama and music, as well as innovative STEM and 
Makerspace technologies and SEL initiatives. Outside of the classroom, all students benefit from ample time 
in our school garden (a certified NWF School Wildlife Habitat) nurturing plants, fruits/vegetables, and our 
coop of chickens.

We believe that excellent teachers and curricula guide each student and that classes operate best when 
small in order to provide each child the opportunity to excel. These small, intimate class sizes inspire lively 
discussions and highly engaged students who are encouraged to become critical, confident and independent 
thinkers.

A growth mindset and differentiated learning is emphasized at each grade level so that every student can 
succeed at their own pace.

PreK4 through Kindergarten 
Highlights:
• Daily practice of phonics/reading, writing, and math skills 
• Introduction to Spanish
• Weekly rotation of art, drama/music, and P.E.
• Second Step SEL activities introduced to help children learn to express 

themselves as individuals and how to work together in a group 

Middle School (Sixth through Eighth Grades)
Highlights:
• Continued instruction in concentrated double-blocked periods for language arts 
and literature in sixth and seventh grades, and for literary studies in eighth grade 
• One-of-a-kind digital citizenship curriculum exploring the civics of technology via 
an educational partnership with Baylor University
• Placing greater emphasis on promoting critical thinking skills and fluency in 
Spanish 
• Variety of electives in fine arts and STEM/robotics such as Culinary in Spanish, 
Filmmaking, and Computer Programming
• Participation in the Second Step Program for SEL, and the Rights, Respect, 
Responsibility Sexuality Education curriculum 
• Middle schoolers get to focus on being kids while growing in confidence and 
developing agency in learning

In middle school, we will work closely with your student to provide guidance on selecting the best option for high 
school whether it be continuing in another private school setting or selective public or charter school environment. 

High schools that students frequently gain admissions to after Kirby Hall include St. Stephen’s Episcopal School, St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal School, Hyde Park Schools, LASA-Liberal Arts and Science Academy, and the Westwood High 
School IB Programme. 

Lower School (First through Fifth Grades)
Highlights:
• Enhancing reading and writing skills through workshop-style exercises
• Emphasis on math computation consistency and problem solving
• Introduction of immersion style Spanish instruction and Total Physical 

Response (TPR) method teaching 
• Exposure to STEM theories through regular hands-on Makerspace time 

and activities
• Frequent field trips and a traditional overnight class trip to Mo Ranch in the 

Texas Hill Country (fourth and fifth grades)
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